THE    KING    AND    THE    PRIME    MINISTER
The sensational week ended with indecision. Mr. Baldwin
had his fifth audience with the King and, during these ne-
gotiations, he had to reconcile himself to a fresh kind of
attack from some of the newspapers. The accusation that he
was forcing the King's hand went on, and those journals
usually opposed to his policy, described the crisis as an oppor-
tunity for keeping "a good King" and discarding "a bad
Prime Minister." But these opinions were not general, and
the Daily Herald, which showed restraint and good judgment
all through the conflict, said, "Sad as the consequences may
be, we cannot see how the Cabinet, could have done other
than tender the advice which seems to it right/' One more
interesting voice was raised before the day closed. Mr. Win-
ston Churchill pleaded for "time and patience." In a state-
ment to the newspapers, he criticised the Cabinet for pre-
judging the question "without having previously ascertained
at the very least the will of Parliament." He said, "Parlia-
ment has not been consulted in any way, nor allowed to
express any opinion." Mr. Churchill drew public attention
to the circumstances of the divorce, which, if made absolute,
would not free Mrs. Simpson until April 1937. "Why cannot
time be granted?" he asked. "Surely, if he asks for time to
consider the advice of his Ministers, now that at length
matters have been brought to this dire culmination, he should
not be denied. Howsoever this matter may turn, it is preg-
nant with calamity and inseparable from inconvenience. But
all the evil aspects will be aggravated beyond measure if the
utmost chivalry and compassion is not shown, both by Min-
isters and by the British nation, towards a gifted and beloved
King torn between private and public obligations of love and
duty."
He used the words, "If an abdication were to be hastily
extorted," but the accusation lying behind them was unjust.
King Edward was no longer "torn between private and pub-
lic obligations of love and duty." He had made up his mind,
and he had declared his decision, in favour of love and
against duty. For him to have imagined, for one moment,